Marin-Amat syndrome: case report and review of the literature.
We report a 10-year-old girl with Marin-Amat syndrome, a rare facial synkinesis sometimes referred to as the inverted Marcus Gunn phenomenon. Symptoms were apparent 6 months following unilateral peripheral facial nerve palsy. Her facial synkinesis failed to improve, despite improvement in her facial palsy consistent with an aberrant regeneration of the facial nerve. The clinical Several neurologic syndromes feature abnormal interactions, or synkinesis, between anatomically proximate muscle groups. Among these, the Marcus Gunn phenomenon (trigemino-oculomotor synkinesis) is one of the best described in children. The Marcus Gunn phenomenon, or 'jaw-winking phenomenon,' consists of unilateral congenital ptosis and retraction of the ptotic lid upon moving of the lower jaw. Although many adults have been reported with this synkinesis, it is usually most prominent in newborn infants, in whom rapid spasmodic movements of the lid are seen during periods of nursing. In general, the Marcus Gunn phenomenon is unilateral and sporadic although familial and bilateral cases have been reported. Marin-Amat syndrome (or 'inverse Marcus Gunn phenomenon') is a rarely reported synkinesis in which one eyelid closes upon full opening of the jaw or movement of the jaw laterally. We now report a 10-year-old patient who began to develop features of Marin-Amat syndrome involving the right eyelid 1 month following right facial nerve palsy. This is the first documented report of this syndrome in a child.